
KNOW THE ISSUES KNOW THE SIGNS KNOW HOW TO HELP

The  
Path To 
Becoming 
AN ADOPTIVE 
Parent 



On any given day in Ohio, thousands of children are waiting for adoptive 
families. And each year, people open their homes to those children in need. 
They don’t all have fancy houses or graduate degrees. What they do have is 
100% Heart. So, if you’re committed to making a difference in the life of a child, 
then we’re committed to helping you every step of the way.

In the following pages, we answer some of the questions and concerns 
you might have if you’re considering taking on the serious, but rewarding 
commitment of becoming an adoptive parent.

THEY DON T HAVE TO HAVE YOUR 
GENES TO HAVE YOUR HEART



•  After choosing an adoption agency, you 
will be invited to attend informational/
orientation meetings.

•  You will be asked to participate in 
educational sessions to learn more about 
the adoption process and about the 
children waiting for permanency. 

•  A home study will be conducted to assess 
your readiness to adopt.

•  You and your agency will work together 
to identify a child or siblings who may be 
a good match for your family.

•  Your agency will visit with your family 
often and help you through the process 
of finalizing the adoption. 

•  You can be married, single, divorced  
or widowed. All orientations. 

•  You may or may not have other children.

•  You must be at least 18 years old. 

•  You do not have to own a home but 
must have enough space available for 
children if you rent. 

•  You must have a stable income. 

• You can have any level of education. 

Who can become an 
adoptive parent?

How does the process begin?

THE PATH TOWARDS 

ADOPTING



For more details on how to start the 
path toward becoming an adoptive 
parent, visit us online at 
FosterAndAdopt.jfs.ohio.gov 

Every adoptive family has a different 
adoption experience. There will be 
joys and laughter, but there will also 
be issues and concerns. We have the 
resources to help you address some 
of the challenges you can expect, 
including:

•  Building a Support 
System Before Adopting

•  Choosing an   
Adoption Agency

•  Adoptive Parent Training

•  Impacts on Other  
Family Members

•  Impacts on Relationships  
or Marriage

•  The Cost of Adoption

The challenges facing 
adoptive parents.


