
The 
Path To 
Becoming 
A Foster 
Parent 



Every child deserves to be cared for and nurtured. If you choose to be a foster 
parent, you’ll be choosing to give a child love and stability at a time when they 
need it most. 

In the following pages, we answer some of the questions and concerns you might 
have if you’re considering becoming a foster parent. It’s a serious but rewarding 
commitment. And if you’re willing to make it – then we’re ready to help you every 
step of the way.

TEMPORARY CARE CAN 
HAVE A LASTING IMPACT



•  Choose a foster care agency. To become a foster 
parent, you must be certified by a public children 
services agency or a private agency licensed by the 
Ohio Department of Job and Family Services.

•  Attend pre-placement training that covers basic 
knowledge about foster care.

•  Fill out an application regarding your family’s 
information and the type of child you feel you can 
care for. 

•  Complete a homestudy which includes health and 
financial forms, home visits, background checks, and 
interviews with the people who live in your house. 

•  You must be at least 21 years old.

•  At least one person in your home must be able 
to read, write and speak English, or be able to 
communicate effectively with both the child and the 
agency that placed the child in your home.

•  You can be married, single, divorced or widowed. All 
orientations.

•  All religious affiliations are acceptable.

•  Your household must have enough income to make 
timely payments for shelter, food, utility costs, 
clothing, and other household expenses prior to the 
addition of a child in foster care.

•  You do not have to own a home but must have 
enough space available for foster children if you rent.

•  You must have a separate 
bed for each child and 
separate rooms for boys and 
girls over five. 

•  You must be free of any 
physical, emotional, or 
mental conditions that 
could endanger the child or 
seriously impair your ability 
to care for the child.

Who can become a foster parent?

How does the process begin?

THE PATH TOWARDS 

FOSTER PARENTING



For more details on how to start down 
the path toward foster parenting, visit us 
online at FosterAndAdopt.jfs.ohio.gov 

The most important thing to 
remember is that foster parenting is 
a very rewarding experience that can 
add meaning to your life. But we have 
resources to help you address some 
of the challenges you can expect, 
including:

•  Time Management Tips to 
Adjust to New Schedules

•  Behavioral Issues and Needs of 
Foster Children

•  Disciplining Foster Children

•  Impacts on Other Family 
Members

•  Impacts on Marriages & 
Relationships

•  Creating a Safe Environment

•  Traveling with Foster Children

•  Childcare Services for  Foster 
Children

The challenges facing 
foster parents.


